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Many people in churches where the
Nicene Creed is said have puzzled over
the same thing, thinking it referred to
the Roman Catholic Church.  But the
denomination the Pope heads does not
have a monopoly on the word
“catholic.” It was used by all (orthodox
as opposed to heretical) Christians long
before there was a separate Roman
Catholic Church.

Our English adjective “catholic” is a
transliteration of the Greek adjective
katholikos, which meant “general” (as
opposed to particular).  Katholikos, in
turn, was derived from the adverb
katholou (composed of the preposition
kata “concerning” + the noun holos
“the whole”), which meant “on the
whole, generally.”

So “catholic” meant “as a whole” (as
opposed to individual component
parts), and then “universal, every-
where.” Early Christian writers such as
Ignatius of Antioch (the first Christian

to use the word katholikos to describe
the Church) seem to use “catholic”
with the meaning of “universal, every-
where,” as opposed to the heretical
churches that constantly were cropping
up in various places but did not repre-
sent the opinions of the vast majority of
Christians across the world (the
Church-at-large).

Another word which the Great
Church used to describe itself was
“orthodox,” meant simply “doctrinally
correct” (literally “straight/correct
opinion”), as opposed to the heretical
Christians.

Both words were used by the entire
Catholic/Orthodox Church in the early
centuries.  But when the Western and
Eastern parts of the Church drifted apart
slowly over centuries for many reasons,
the word “catholic” was “picked up” by
the Western, Latin-speaking Church cen-
tered in Rome, while the Eastern church-
es chose the word “orthodox” for them-

selves to distin-
guish them-
selves from the
(as they saw it)
b r e a k - a w a y
Latin Church,
which had
adopted some
beliefs and prac-
tices which the
Eastern Church
disagreed with.

So the word
“catholic” has two meanings.  It refers
to the church under the Pope.  It also
refers to the entire Christian Church
across the world (but not the heretics).

When the Nicene Creed was written
(in 325, revised and expanded in 381),
the Christian Church was still whole
and undivided, and there wasn’t yet a
separate Roman Catholic Church.  So
the Nicene Creed is not referring to the
Pope’s Church but rather the second
(actually earlier) meaning of the uni-
versal, whole Church everywhere.

One concluding thought: when the
Nicene Creed was written there was
truly one, united Christian Church that
shared the same beliefs though there
were regional differences in practices.
Christian unity was real in that all
Christians whether in Spain or Greece

or Ethiopia considered themselves part
of one, big, universal (catholic)
Church.  In our day, Christianity is
divided into many churches, many of
which do not recognize people in other
churches as being in the True Church
or as being real Christians. According
to the World Christian Encyclopedia,
there are 34,000 separate Christian
churches/denominations in the world
today. Christian unity today is greatly
impaired by these divisions, to say the
least.  When we speak of God’s “one,
holy, catholic and apostolic church,”
we have to content ourselves with giv-
ing those words a “spiritual” sense (one
in spirit, we would hope) because prac-
tically many Christians have “written
off ” other groups of Christians and
will not acknowledge them as brothers
and sisters in Christ.  We have separat-
ed into our exclusive, private enclaves
of True Believers and made the unity of
the originally undivided catholic (uni-
versal) Church a dim memory unlikely
ever to be regained.
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ABC’s ‘Book of Daniel’ 
features Episcopal angle

Why do we pray for “your holy Catholic
Church” and say we believe in one, holy,
catholic and apostolic church when we are
not Catholics? We are not under the Pope.We
are Protestants.

ENS: A new TV drama featuring the struggles of an
Episcopal priest with family, church politics and Jesus, his
mentor and friend, and even his own nagging reliance on
painkillers, is planned for the NBC 2005-2006 mid-season
line-up. 

“This challenging new series is our first announced
drama for mid-season as we continue to seek different, out-
of-the-box projects," said Kevin Reilly, President, NBC
Entertainment, when announcing the new series.

“‘The Book of Daniel’ is bold and surprising story-
telling told by a great cast led by Aidan Quinn,” Reilly
added.

The new series also offers the Episcopal Church a rare
product placement opportunity. In 2004, the value of televi-
sion product placements (a product or brand name inserted
for marketing purposes into entertainment fare) increased
by 46.4 percent over the year before, to $1.88 billion,
according to the research firm PQ Media.

A pilot episode for “The Book of Daniel,” was filmed at
All Saints Church, Pasadena, where Quinn portrays Daniel,
a young, liberal priest and father who clashes frequently
with his conservative bishop, Dr. Beatrice Congreve,
played by Ellen Burstyn.

The series, set in upstate New York, also features Quinn’s
frequent conversations with Jesus, played by actor Garrett
Dillahunt. Among his parishioners is long-time actress and
comedienne Phyllis Diller.

The Rev. Susan Russell, an associate rector at the
Pasadena parish, said the plot for the series is hopeful.

“It is one more indicator of how much issues of faith and
religion are ‘in,’ right now,” said Russell, who is also
national Integrity president.

“How cool is it that a progressive Episcopal priest has a
shot at being a prime-time drama protagonist,” she added.
“How surprising might it be to many who tune in to find
out there actually is a church where women can be bishops
– clergy can be human – and there’s enough Good News
around to extend to everybody?”

The show’s producer and writer is Jack Kenny, a Julliard
graduate and former professional actor. He has collaborat-
ed on “Dave’s World,” “Caroline in the City,” and co-wrote
“Titus.” 

Russell noted that, in her conversations with Kenny, he
indicated that he wanted to focus on places where “faith
and life and family connect, particularly through an
Episcopal lens.”
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